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Gaudium et Spes (1965) 
 

Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World 
 
The three excerpts which follow could be used as one bulletin insert or could be put out 
as a series of three. 
 
#47. The well-being of the individual person and of human and Christian society is 
intimately linked with the healthy condition of that community produced by marriage and 
family. Hence Christians and all who hold this community in high esteem sincerely 
rejoice in the various ways by which people today find help in fostering this community 
of love and perfecting its life, and by which parents are assisted in their lofty calling. 
Those who rejoice in such aids look for additional benefits from them and labour to bring 
them about. 
 
#48. Authentic married love is caught up into divine love and is governed and enriched 
by Christ’s redeeming power and the saving activity of the Church, so that this love may 
lead the spouses to God with powerful effect and may aid and strengthen them in the 
sublime office of being a father or mother. For this reason Christian spouses have a 
special sacrament by which they are fortified and receive a kind of consecration in the 
duties and dignity of their state. By virtue of this sacrament, as spouses fulfil their 
conjugal and family obligation , they are penetrated with the spirit of Christ, which 
suffuses their whole lives with faith, hope and charity. Thus they increasingly advance 
the perfection of their own personalities, as well as their mutual sanctification, and hence 
contribute jointly to the glory of God. 
 
#49. Authentic conjugal love will be more highly prized, and wholesome public opinion 
created about it, if Christian couples give outstanding witness to faithfulness and 
harmony in their love, and to their concern for educating their children; also, if they do 
their part in bringing about the needed cultural, psychological and social renewal on 
behalf of marriage and the family. Especially in the heart of their families, young people 
should be aptly and seasonably instructed in the dignity, duty and work of married love. 
Trained thus in the cultivation of chastity, they will be able at a suitable age to enter a 
marriage of their own after an honourable courtship. 
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